
Former_Gaiety Girl Is Now Marchioness of Queensberry
present Holder of the "Ancient Title

Refused to Choose a Rich Bride
to Restore the Estate

5y Arnold Prince
Y IT is within the scope of

I every boy's dream in America
that he may one day be Presi¬
dent of the United States, it

way also be said that every chorus

eirl can look forward to the time

when she may rise to the nobility
and rule the household of a great
family.
She that was Irene Richards, a

Gaiety Theater girl, is now Mar-

ctiioness of Quccnsberry, and as such
not only entitled to move in the

.jeighest English society, but is the
holder of one of the most famous
titles in the British Empire. On
her stationery she can have the
"double tressure," and she can, if

she choose, refer to Black Douglas
a? an ancestor of the family. Lord
Sholto Douglas, her husband's uncle,
also married an actress, although,
the right of succession acting as a

check, she never rose to the heights
of a marchioness.

A Gaiety Girl's Romance
The former favorite of the Gaiety

Theater won the title of marchioness
through having wed Francis Archi-

1 bald Ktlhead, Viscount of Drum-
latirig. in 1917. As the viscount was

the eldest son of the ninth Marquess
of Queensberry, he was naturally
next in line for the title, his young
and winsome bride becoming mar¬

chioness when her father-in-law
died at Johannesburg, South Africa,
on August 2 last.
The wedding of the onetime

Gaiety girl to the young viscount
was in itself a pretty romance, but
r.ot as interesting as the play of the
cards that brought her from behind
'the footlights to the head of a family

some have contended, once

he'd the very fate of the British
Empire in its hands.
For centuries, until the luck be-

gan to break badly, its men stood
among the foremost in Scotland in

] ability and service, and the new

marquess is a collateral descendant
| of that Black Douglas who stood
shoulder to shoulder with Robert
Bruce in the great days of chivalry.

¡* The Prizefighting Marquis
It is one of the ironic weaknesses

of mankind to bestow immortality
upon the picturesque rather than
the important, and so most people

| only remember the family through
the fact that a former Marquis of
Queensbei'ry drew up the boxing

¡rules that bear his name; but its
greatness rests upon a surer founda-
tion than that.
One of its men was Justice Gen-

eral of Scotland; his son was Lord
High Commissioner under William
III; others of the line.all mighty
warriors.rose to new honors and
heights in the days of James I pi

] England; royalty frequently was en-

tertained at the castle of Drumlan-
rig, and when in 1707 the questior
arose of bringing about a union ol
the English and Scottish parlia
ments it was an ancestor of.*-th<
latest marquis who helped bring i
about.
As for the other side of the pict

ure, who is it that doesn't remembe
"Old Q." and the escapades whic'
ruined the family? Or the misfort
unes which at last carried the nam
of Queensberry into the bankrupts
court?

Defeated Harry Hotspur
Now that Irene Richards, forme

chorus girl, is Marchioness o

Queensberry, it may be interestin
to recall again that Douglas, anees

tor of her*husband, who fell at th
Battle of Otterburn in 1388, bu
checked Harry Hotspur in fulfillmer
of the boast that for once a Hctspu

I should enjoy himself on Scottish soi

Dead Douglas won the field ihat day,
and what schoolboy' but remembers
it?

Victorious in Death
The tale has been perpetuated in

the "Ballad of Chevy Chase." Out¬
numbering the Scotch three to one,
Hotspur, with his battle cry "A

I Percy," fell on Douglas at dusk.
Froissart in his Chronicles relates
how Douglas rallied his forces, and
then, though mortally wounded, won
the day:

Douglas, the Chronicles relate,
"being of great haste and high of
emprise, seying his men recule
back, to recover the place, and to
showe knyghtly valour; tooke his axe
in both his handes, and entered so
into the presse that he made him¬
self waye in such wyse that none
durst approche near hym and he was
so well armed that he bore well such
ctrol:e3 as he received. Thus he
went ever forward like a hardie
Hector wylling alone to conquer the
felde and to discomfyte his enemies
but at last he was encountered witl
three spears all at once.

"The one strucke him in the
shoulder, the other on the brest ane

the stroke glinted down his belly
aiiu the ihyrde strucke hymne on ih<
thye, and sore hurte with all thre«
strokes so that he was borne per
force to erthe, and after that h
could not be again released."

History does not agree fully witl
Froissart in his details of the fighl
but according to the chronicle
Douglas, though dying, was by n

means vanquished. Sir John Si
Clair, a cousin, riding up to th
fallen hero, asked how things wer
with him.

Asked To Be Avenged
"Rycht well," was the undaunte

reply. "But thanked be God thei
hath been but a few of my ancestoi
who have died in their beddes. Bo
cosyn, I require you to thinke 1

revenge me, for I reckon myself b.
dead, for my herte feinteth oft.
tymes. My Cosyn Walter ar

you, I praye you rayse up agai
my banner which lyeth on tl

German Nobility Faces Hard Times;
Revolution Has Hit Court Circles Hard

¦-.- <.

By William C. Dreher
Prom The "¦ i "¦'. European Bureau

BERLIN, July 20.
NrO CLASS of people in Ger¬

many was harder hit by
the outcome of the war
than the nobility. For to

the nobility the court meant, far
more than the commonalty.
The landed aristocracy.the great

families of dukes, princes, counts
and baron?.looked to the court to
maintain those semi-feudal privi¬
leges which magnified their position
in the world l'pon the Kaiser de¬
pended their monopoly of he dip¬
lomatic service, their preferred po¬
sition in the army and in the bu¬
reaucracy. So it was not a mere
matter of patriotism, and not neces¬
sarily one of political convictions,
that made all nobles stout monarch-
ists; for the monarchy h?d some¬
thing to give- them that they greatly
desired . the monarchy was the
the basis of their preferred position
in the state.

Silent at First
fence it is quite natural that no

class of the German people has wast-
W so much printers' ink deploringtoe abolition of the monarchy and
tn denouncing the revolution. The
first effect of the revolution, indeed,
Was to smother their voices; they
*ere so frightened that they retired
to their estates and maintained for
a time a self-controlled silence that
v''as admirable; but after they saw
that the revolution was not thirst-
'"g for their blood they again found
their voices. They began to protest«nd deplore. They began to hold
Public meetings and conventions at
*hjch they took objurgatory liberties
*tth the republic, called down im¬
precations upon the revolution and
flowed unfaltering fidelity to the
monarchic principle." That was
««* good German abstract way of,
Siting it; none of these ebullient
gatherings has ventured to call for
«. return of Wilhelm II, yet their
farts b<>at true to the monarchic
Pnnciple.
The new position of the aristoc-
«7 is really something pathetic.
[^generations it» has been a fixed
«edition of noble families to start
«ttr sons off in life along the pathsn« led to social distinction and
*sy positions in the world. Some*«e told off for the army and sent

*h K
to thG Cadet 8chools. i."»

ln
ch they Passed at once into lieu-

ruiC10S in the arr"y- Several
2. amenta were preserved as«J?»««« for them; there theyv* have all the exclusiveness of!

a social club, their officers' mess
would not be disturbed by plebeian
interlopers. Others, usually of the
younger or lower nobility, were
started on the path that led to the
higher positions in the government
service. These had to go to the uni¬
versities, had to study law and pass
hard examinations; and some years
had to be spent in uninspiring
drudgery at the law courts. Out of
these two currents the diplomatists
were selected, largely from the stand¬
point of family rank and eligibility.
Wealth, too, was always essential in
the higher diplomatic positions.

The Old Order Dead
But this easy arrangement of

careers under parental auspices has
ceased. The highest positions in the
army, indeed, are still held almost
wholly by noblemen; but the army,
under the new order of German af¬
fairs, will be so small that the mili¬
tary career will necessarily cut but
a slight figure henceforth in the
aristocracy's outlook upon life. It
is even probable that officers with¬
out a noble title will be preferred
when the present leaders are re¬

tired. Neither can the nobility ex¬

pect preferment in the public serv¬

ice, though some of them will re¬
main in it.

So far as the military career goes,
the very basis of it is cut away
by the peace treaty.the Cadet
Corps, namely. There are three of
these, one each in Prussia, Saxony
and Bavaria, being military organi¬
zations of the boys in the eleven
cadet schools. Th^se schools have
lost their military character and
continue to exist only as ordinary
fitting schools, but the financial au¬

thorities of Prussia and the nation
express doubts as to whether the
money can be found for continuing
them even in that capacity. Thus
the first rung in the ladder of the
young nobleman's favorite career is
cut away.
Another heavy blow is the pro¬

vision of the constitution that prac¬
tically abolishes noble titles. It
leaves existing titles, indeed, as a

"part of the family name, but these
shall carry with them no advantages
of birth or class; and no new titles
shall be conferred.

May Assume Titles
This provision means more than

appears on the surface. An appeal
¡»was recently circulated, signed by
many noblemen, pointing out that
it sweeps away the legal basis of
nobility since anybody can assume.a
title with impunity; illegitimate chil-

an

dren can adopt the title of father
or mother without coming into col¬
lision with the law.

This appeal throws much inter-
esting light upon the present plight
of the nobility. It points out that
the Herald's Office has been abol¬
ished.an institution which was a
sort of board for protecting the
family rights of the nobility. It
kept their pedigrees straight and it
also invented coats of arms for
newly ennobled families. Now
these noblemen see various dangers
arising for them under the new

régime. They express the fear that
the poverty of the unlanded nobility
will tempt them to adopt persons
and thus confer their titles -upon
them for a consideration.
"There has already been some ad¬

vertising in the newspapers of noble
titles," they allege, "in exchange
for money, and in future this will
become a destroying reality."
They predict that secondary lines

of nobility will be established by
children who take the title of their
noble mother.

The appeal therefore calls for
practical measures for keeping the
noble sheep separated from semi-
noble goats. A protective associa-
tion must be formed to undertake
the work of separation. The idea
is that it shall keep a sort of pedi-
gree registry of the really noble
families, those having documentary
or other indisputable proofs of no-

bility. Signers of the appeal pur-
pose «that the new association shall
fight out under the civil code the
exclusive rights of the nobility to

¡their titles; that it shall investigate
family lineages and supply genea-
ogical information, that it shall
draw up family trees and certify
to them, and work out and supply
family coats of arms with appro-
priate emblazonment. Moreover,
they warn their noble confrères
that the present "moment must be
utilized, for the dissolution of the
Herald's Office has set free the spe-
cial talent that can handle these
heraldic problems. Only now can
the specialists be found; hence,
come down with your subscription.
May Swamp Old Nobility
To show that the evils appre¬

hended by these noblemen are no

figment of the brain, it need only
be said that the Prussian govern-
ment, on November 3, 1919, issued

j an ordinance making it permissible
for the illegitimate children of
noble fathers or mothers to assume
their titles, and also legalizing the

I acquisition of noble titles through

h'Y1WO pictures of the nexo
¦*¦ Viscountess of Queens-
berry, formerly a Gaiety girl
_

ground, and Squyre Davye slayn;
but, sirs, show neither to friend nor

foe what case ye see me in, for
if myne enemyes knew it they wolde
rejoyce, and our frenedes be dis¬
comfited."

"A Douglas/" the Cry
The banner was raised, as re¬

quested by the dying leader, and
with cries of "A Douglas" carried
back into the thick of the fight. Hot¬
spur was overcome and Douglas
dead was the victor of the day.
This Douglas was the first Earl of

Queensberry. The second also was

a man of sterling qualities, and his
successor was promoted to marquis
and then duke, a title which re¬

mained in the family until the death
of "Old Q.," when, there being no

direct descendants, the Dukedom of
Queensberry went to the Duke of
Buccleuch, and the Marquisate of
Queensberry to Sir Charles Douglas,
who belonged to a younger branch
of the family.

A Famous Marchioness
As the newest Marchioness of

Queensberry has inherited at least
some of the social prerogatives en¬

joyed by the famous women who
married into the family, mention
may be made of one of the best
known of these, the wife of the third
duke.
A wit and a beauty, she had her

share of the eccentricities which, in
later days at least, distinguished sc
many members of the family. She
was a foe of any fashion in worn-

en's dress departing from that of
her youth, and she persisted up to
her death at seventy-two in wearing

clothes of the style prevailing when
she was young. She refused, as she
once wrote to Dean Swift, to curl

Famous Scottish Family Has Played
a Part in British History

for Centuries
her hair "like a sheeps' head or wear
one of their trolloping sacks."
When she gave a masquerade it

was her practice to dismiss at
midnight all who were not in her:
special favor, and to invite the rest:
to supper. But, apparently, these!
had no great reason for rejoicing,
for a half of apple puff and con¬

servative portions of wine and water
were all she served.
But because of her ready tongue

and keen intellect she retained the
friendship of many men of letters,
Congreve, James Thomson, Pope and
Prior being numbered among her
friends. She knew Pitt and Horace
Walpole, and both frequently ex¬

pressed their admiration of her tal¬
ents.

It is interesting to note that the
marriage of the young viscount and
the Gaiety girl was contracted over

the earnest protest of the young
man's relatives, who hoped he might
make a brilliant match and recoup
the family fortunes, but the demo¬
cratic youth refused to sacrifice him¬
self and his fiancée to the extrava¬
gance of "Old Q." and others who
had wrecked the estate.

"Old Q."
As to "Old Q.," volumes have been

written. As a youth he joined with

HTHE late Marquis of
¦* Queensberry, who died
recently in South Africa

the then Prince c¿ Wales and others
in the shocking revels at the White
House, at'Soho Square and Sutton
Street, and age failed to reform
him. He drank harder than most,
bet for higher stakes, and led in
daring adventures with women.

Society, though more tolerant than
now, shook its head a little fear¬
fully over these escapades, some of
which became rather grim. It was
the fashion to say that some who
passed the huge gates of the house
in Sutton Street never were seen

again. A huge double-winged struc¬
ture, it contained extravagant deco¬
rations, with large mirrors set in
the panels and sumptuous furniture
and hangings. The jests sometimes
took a sardonic turn, as when a
skeleton was lowered from tne ceil¬
ing to be a guest at the feasts.
Revels of a sensational character
were held in the Painted Chamber,
the Grotto and other apartments.
With most men age has a subdu¬

ing effect, tempering the heyday in
the blood with judgment; but not
so with "Old Q." Decay robbed him
of his physical faculties, he could
see but a little from one eye and
hear only with difficulty with one

ear, but he was reluctant to yield
first place in that licentious society
where he had so long been supreme.
He retained his gift of repartee,

and the newer wits gathered at his
bedside to listen to his stories. He
preserved his fondness for loose
Fi'ench comedies and spent vast
sums having the first artists per¬
form them for him. Unable at last

to read at all, he conjured the
wraiths of past desires by placing
at his elbow the missives he had
received from women, and wh«sn ha
«died it was said his body was cov»
«ered with them.

Fortunes Never R«ecover«ed
The family fortunes never re¬

covered from the ravages inflicted by
this fiercely evil little man. In fact,
as years passed both the finances
and the family reputation found
ever lower levels, although occa¬

sionally with sporadic flashes of re¬

vived prosperity. Lord Francis
Douglas, brother of the seventh ma¬
quis, was killed on July 14, 1865,
in that fatal effort to scale the
heights of the Matterhorn. In 1858
came that eighth Marquis of Queens¬
berry, who drew up the rul^s for
boxing, and after him in time the
ninth marquis, whose recent death
opened the defers of fashion to the
onetime Gaiety girl.

Both the ninth marquis and the
new holder of the title have been
well known in the United States.
the former rather curiouslv. On the
occasion of his visit to America in
1911 the ninth marquis frankly an¬
nounced that his mission was to re¬

coup the family fortunes. He was
credited at various times with say¬
ing that he wras "through with the
English" and that he "hated" them
and their country. Part of this al¬
leged distaste was attributed to the
fact that he never became a mem¬
ber of the House of Lords/
He was forty-three years old when

he started across the Atlantic, and
he had been through the bankruptcy
court'after having run through an
inheritance of about $1,330,000. He
had tried being a gold miner and
sheep herder in Australia, had
known what it was to swing a pick
and had undertaken various finan¬
cial ventures in London, but was

unsatisfied by the results of these
endeavors.

"If I can find a chance in business
or a suitable position," he said when
starting out for the New World, "I
will make my home in the United
States and become an American citi¬
zen."

His eldest son, the present incum¬
bent, was then fifteen years old, and
another son, Lord Douglas of Har-
wick and Tibbers. thirteen.
The marquis tried various occupa¬

tions in this country, worked for a
time as a newspaperman in Chicago,
but found nothing to his liking and
returned at last to England, from
where he went to South Africa. .

Served in the War
Nov/, as to the new marquis and

the new marchioness. Unlike his
father, this young nobleman served
in the World War and made a name tfor bravery. He went to the front
early in 1911 as an officer of the
famous Highland regiment the
Black Watch, and remained there
until badly wounded and invalided.
Having been brought to this coun¬

try as a youth by his father, he had
received part of his education here,
near Boston, but relatives had ob¬
jected to his remaining here and he
completed his studies at Harrow.
His expenses there and at the Royal
Military College of Sandhurst were

paid by these relatives, who con¬
tended that his education should be
in keeping with that of a future
heir to the British peerage.
At Harrow and the military col¬

lege the young fellow was all hi?
relatives asked, but in choosing a
wife he was a great di;?appointment.
They had hoped, above all, that

he would select a mate from a

wealthy family, as a youhg man of
his good looks and social position
could easily do, but this was not in
keeping with his temperament or
the democratic spirit of the age.
He had lost his heart across the

footlights of the Gaiety Theater, and
it remained in the keeping of the
sprightly young woman who sang
and danced there.

So as soon as possible after re¬

turning from Lhe war a hero, and
recovering from his wound, the mar¬

riage took place.
adoption. This letting down of the
fences will undoubtedly, consider¬
ing the German love of titles, soon
cause the old nobility to be
swamped by an upstart nobility with
few streaks of blue blood in their
veins.

That is one way in which the no¬
bility are confronting the new con¬
ditions of to-day. But outside of
these mere heraldic salvage opera¬
tions, other activities of a more
practical character are going on.
One of these is the Nobility Aid
Society, which has already existed
for thirty years. The noble lady
w-ho presides over it is appealing
for money to help educate the
children of the poorer nobility,
of whom there are many in Ger-
many, families without manorial es¬
tates. She lays stress upon the
idea that the children of these no-

jblemen must btj educated to some,

useful employment; but there runs

through her appeal the thought of
preserving the nobility as a distinct
class, of keeping them from losing
caste consciousness and sinking into
the general mass of the people.
Another long existing agency, the

Adels-Genossenschaft (cooperative
society of the nobiltty), is bestirring
itself to assist in getting positions
for the nobility. It has attached it-
self.*for this purpose, to the govern¬
ment's employment agency for offi¬
cers, which is itself looking after the
interests of all discharged officers
and trying to find work for them.
Then there is a German Officers'
Settlement League, which has been
organized to assist discharged offi¬
cers and those returned from cap¬
tivity in establishing an economic
footing in life- Of course its work
will be largely in behalf of aristo¬
cratic officers» thotuch-working on a

I more general basis. It ¿as estab-
lished a sort of training station i»
Saxony, where it has procured a large
landed estate, and will there teach
ex-officers farming and prepare them
also for other callings.

It also conducts a sort of build¬
ing and loan association and pur-
poses to buy land in various parts
of the 'country, which it will parcel
out to settle upon it the men whom-

jit trains. It will require them to
work one or two years on the Saxon
estate before trying to set them up
in life. ,

What Advertisements Show
The advertisements in the

"Deutsches Adelsblatt" supply some
interesting light on how the nobility
are facing the butter and bread
problem. Thus a retired captain
wants to buy a writing machine and

ia xfctired major wants to take-«tal-

ented boys and girls, to be taught:
along with his own children upon
his estate, proposing to make them
"energetic personalities of pro-
nounced national feelings." An-
other: "A front officer desires a

position to learn farming; is will-,
ing to do his full part of the work
in return for a little pocket money."
And here is one who is still

struggling with his pride: "A mar¬
ried cavalry colonel desires %nfi-
dential position with large land
owner, giving opportunities for rid-
ing; willing to superintend agri¬
cultural operations ; remuneration
not in money, but otherwise ar-
ranged."
And here is another who threw

away his pride at the start : "A
young, elegant nobleman who had
to sacrifice his career as officer ow-

| ing to present conditions would like
jfcoaitloa on l&go.softt* ta-*esp

company with lonely lady or gentle¬
man."
As was naturally to be expected,

the nobility find it hard to get their
bearings in present political condi¬
tions. While a few of their num¬
ber.men who, like Count Bem-
storff, have been much out in the
world.frankly recognize the fact
that the old preferential position of
the nobility has been swept awa/
forever, are adjusting themselves
to the changed conditions and are
even members «of the Democratic
party, the great bulk of the nobility
are trying stoutly to stem the
democratic current. This old Prus¬
sian nobility is made of tough ma¬
terial, as the world has learned to
its cost, and it is not going to aban¬
don without a firm resistance the
struggle for its position and for
what it conceives as Germany's[ggiamtm,,. ., . s *. _ ,


